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SUBJECT:PRESIDENT'S REMARKS ON PALESTINIANS 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRESIDENT S REMARKS TO PRESS 
MORNING OF AUGUST 8: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

QUESTION: THERE IS SOME ENCOURAGING NEWS OUT OF THE MIDDLE 
EAST THIS MORNING. ANY COMMENT ON THE REPORTS OF THE PLO? 

THE PRESIDENT: NO. WE DON'T KNOW YET WHAT IS GOING TO 
HAPPEN. UNTIL I GET A COMPLETE REPORT FROM CY VANCE--I 
GET A MESSAGE FROM HIM EVERY NIGHT AND THEN A BRIEFING 
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EVERY MORNING. IF THE PALESTINIANS WILL RECOGNIZE THE 
APPLICABILITY OF THE UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION 242, THEN 
IT WOULD OPEN UP A NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR US TO START DIS- 
CUSSIONS WITH THEM AND ALSO OPEN UP AN AVENUE THAT THEY 
MIGHT PARTICIPATE IN THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. BUT WHETHER 
THEY WILL DO THAT, WE DON'T KNOW YET. 
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QUESTION: IF INDEED THEY DO RECOGNIZE 242 WOULDN'T THAT 
MORE OR LESS ASSURE THAT THE GENEVA CONFERENCE WILL INDEED 
BEGIN? 

THE PRESIDENT: I CAN'T ANSWER THAT QUESTION BECAUSE THERE 
MIGHT BE OTHER OBSTACLES TO IT. BUT I THINK I CAN BE ABLE 
TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION WHEN SECRETARY VANCE GETS BACK. 
HE HAS NOW DECIDED, I THINK, TO TALK WITH SOME OF THE 
LEADERS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. SO THIS MIGHT BE AN 
ENCOURAGING SIGN. 

QUESTION: TO GO BACK TO THE OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES AGAIN? 

THE PRESIDENT: EITHER DOUBLE BACK OR HAVE ADDITIONAL 
CONVERSATIONS WITH THEM BEFORE HE LEAVES THE MIDDLE EAST. 
HE IS GOING TO STAY OVER IN LONDON AN EXTRA DAY TO TALK 
TO PRESIDENT NYERERE ABOUT RHODESIA AND NAMIBIA. SO. I 
THINK THINGS LOOK BETTER THAN THEY DID. I HOPE WE CAN 
WORK SOMETHING OUT ON THE PALESTINIANS. THAT IS THE 
BIGGEST OBSTACLE RIGHT NOW. 

QUESTION: WE ALWAYS ASK YOU ABOUT THE NEGATIVE DEVELOP- 
MENTS. WE HAVE GIVEN YOU A CHANCE TO TALK ABOUT A 
POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT FOR A CHANGE. 

THE PRESIDENT: THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 
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QUESTION: WHAT ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR A GENEVA CONFERENCE 
IN OCTOBER? STILL GOOD? 

THE PRESIDENT: WELL, I WOULD SAY THEY ARE ABOUT THE SAME 
AS THEY WERE. THE BIGGEST OBSTACLE THAT WE HAVE DETECTED. 
OF COURSE, IS WHETHER OR NOT THE PALESTINIANS WOULD 
PARTICIPATE IN THE DISCUSSIONS. OUR POSITION HAS BEEN 
THAT UNTIL THE PALESTINIANS AND THEIR LEADERS RECOGNIZE 
ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO EXIST THAT WE WOULD NOT HAVE CONVERSA- 
TIONS WITH THEM OURSELVES. 

SO, IF THE PALESTINIANS DO ADOPT AS A BASIS FOR THE 
DISCUSSIONS A UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION 242 AND 338, THEN 
THAT WOULD CERTAINLY MAKE IT EASIER TO GO - 

QUESTION: HAVE YOU HAD ANY CONTACT WITH THE PALESTINIANS, 
FORMALLY, INFORMALLY TO INDICATE THEIR POSITION? 

THE PRESIDENT: I THINK A BETTER WORD WOULD BE INDIRECTLY. 
WE HAVE NOT HAD ANY DIRECT CONVERSATIONS WITH THEM. BUT. 
OF COURSE, THEY ARE SENDING US MESSAGES THROUGH THE 
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SYRIANS, THE SAUDI ARABIANS, THE JORDANIANS AND THE 
EGYPTIANS. 

SO, WE HAVE A MEANS TO CONTACT THEM AND TO EXCHANGE IDEAS 
WITH THEM INDIRECTLY. BUT WE ARE NOT GOING TO MEET WITH 

THE PALESTINIAN LEADERS AS LONG AS THEY ARE COMMITTED 
TO THE DESTRUCTION OF ISRAEL. 

QUESTION: WHAT WERE THEY SAYING, INDIRECTLY? 

THE PRESIDENT: THAT THEY MAY ADOPT UN RESOLUTION 242 
WHICH DOES RECOGNIZE ISRAEL, ISRAEL S RIGHT TO EXIST 
PERMANENTLY AND IN PEACE WITH SECURED BORDERS. 
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THE THING THAT HAS MADE THE PALESTINIANS RELUCTANT TO DO 
THIS WAS AT THE TIME 242 WAS PASSED, IT ONLY REFERRED TO 
PALESTINIANS AS REFUGEES. IF THE PALESTINIANS SHOULD 
SAY, "WE RECOGNIZE UN RESOLUTION 242 IN ITS ENTIRETY; BUT 
WE THINK THE PALESTINIANS HAVE ADDITIONAL STATUS OTHER 
THAN JUST REFUGEES," THAT WOULD SUIT US OKAY. 

QUESTION: ANYTHING ON YOUR SCHEDULE TODAY, SOFTBALL AGAIN 
MAYBE? 

THE PRESIDENT: MAYBE. I DON'T KNOW YET. 

QUESTION: HOW ARE YOU FEELING? 

THE PRESIDENT: I FEEL FINE. BILLY IS IN PRETTY BAD 
SHAPE THIS MORNING. 

QUESTION: YOU ARE NOT STIFF? 

THE PRESIDENT: NO, I AM NOT STIFF. 

QUESTION: WE COULD TELL YOU PRIVATELY HOW HE SAID HE 
FEELS. (LAUGHTER) 

THE PRESIDENT: I WILL PROBABLY GO ON TO THE FARM LATER 
ON TODAY. 

THE PRESS: THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. 

END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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